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SLAUGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Recreation Committee Meeting MINUTES
Tuesday 17th February 2026 at 6.30 pm – The Sports Pavilion, High Street, Handcross, West Sussex 
Sally Mclean - Clerk to the Council Email clerk@slaugham-pc.gov.uk Website: http://www.slaugham-pc.gov.uk
Press and Public are welcome to attend - The Parish Council is an open and transparent local authority and encourages public attendance at meetings.

Present:	Cllrs Lesley Read, Ken Boyle, Eric Prescott, Jane MacNaughton, Julia Elliott (part)
Others Present:	 Sally Mclean (the Clerk), Gary Hayes, Secretary & Vice Chairman, Chris Caen, Chairman,Handcross & Lower Beeding Football Club, Simon  Brooks, Secretary David Kelly, Petanque Club 

RC26/011 To receive apologies for absence: None 
RC26/012 To note the Chair’s decision to step down and to appoint a new Chair for the Recreation Committee - In accordance with Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 and the Council’s Standing Orders, the Committee is required to appoint a Chair following notification that the current Chair is stepping down. It was noted that Cllr Eric Prescott had been appointed Chair for the preceding meeting.
RC26/013 To receive declarations of interest from Members in respect of any matter on the agenda. (The disclosure must include the nature of the interest.  If you become aware, during the course of a meeting, of an interest that has not been  disclosed under this item you must immediately disclose it.)  None 
RC26/014 To approve to them minutes of the meeting held on the 10th February 2025 (previously circulated) Proposed Cllr Read, Second Cllr MacNaughton 
RC26/015 Adjournment for questions from the public: Committee to consider adjournment of the meeting in accordance with Council’s Standing Orders, to receive questions from members of the public in attendance in respect of items on the agenda: None
RC26/016 To welcome representatives from the  Pétanque Group and Football Club – Apprise on activities, upcoming events, site use, and any feedback or support needs they wish to raise with the Council.  
Representatives were welcomed to the meeting to apprise the Committee on activities, upcoming events, site use, and any feedback or support needs. They were invited to raise any concerns regarding current site use, as well as any aspirations, projects, or events planned for the future, and to identify any areas where assistance from the Parish Council may be required.

Club members agreed to itemise their list of events or proposed improvements and to email Sally with any quotes or costings for the plans they have already explored.

The Football Club confirmed they were satisfied with the current arrangements, had no issues to raise, and would consider any future improvements they may wish to make and advise the Council accordingly. It was noted that, on occasion, parking can become constrained when several matches take place simultaneously. In such instances, overflow parking is directed to the northern end of the village, with access available through the top gate or via the playground.

The Pétanque Group raised concerns regarding the condition and cleanliness of the toilets. Members were reminded that it is their responsibility to ensure the facilities are left in good order for the next hirer. It was noted that the two clubs rarely overlap in their bookings. The Football Club confirmed that they clean the facilities after every use and reported that, despite a month with no football activity, the area had been left dirty.
The Pétanque Group requested assistance with hedge‑cutting due to the associated costs. Sally agreed to discuss this with the Council’s contractors to determine whether any support can be provided in this area.
RC26/017 To receive an update on Council’s assets: 
1) To receive an update on Allotments rents and occupancy  - An update was received on the current administration. Lesley and Sally will meet to bring the records fully up to date, reconcile the produce list, and issue invoices accordingly.
2) To receive and update on management works Common Land – The Committee discussed proposed copsing and drainage improvements, noting that these works would improve access across the whole site, tidy the area, and remove some of the self‑seeded trees to allow the more mature specimens to flourish. The inspection work scheduled prior to the winter is to be programmed, and Sally will contact the contractors ahead of the bird‑nesting season
3) To receive and updates on maintenance Village Greens – An update received no issues or concerns to report
4) To receive an update on the Public Toilet Building Project – It was noted that a sub‑committee is required to coordinate the next stages of the project. Sally will email Members of the Council to schedule a meeting. She has shared initial ideas and concepts for both the building and the wider area.
5) To receive an update on the White Telephone Kiosk Slaugham – Nothing to report
RC26/018 To receive an update on Councils Community Buildings  
1) To receive an update on MacNaughton Hall, Pease Pottage – Nothing new to add, hires are steady. 
Balance at the Bank 6th February 2026 - £4,444.41 
To report major expenditure to Castle Water £4301.06 reported at Council. 
Payments were made against a redundant Castle Water account after the provider failed to contract the new meter installed for the Community Centre. The £2,481.13 paid to that account has been credited. The final amount due for the correct account, covering the previous six years, totalled £4,301.06 and was paid on 8 December. This equates to approximately £59.60 per month. The account is now set up on Direct Debit. 
Income £557.50
2) To receive an update on Hemsley’s Meadow Finches Field Masterplan(MSDC) - 
3) To receive an update on Sports Pavilion, Handcross - Nothing new to add, hires are low.
Balance  at the Bank 6th February - £5,336.73
No major expenditure 
Income £1785.00 
4) To receive an update on Recreation Ground, Handcross – Nothing new to add that is not covered by the future projects – Lesley is working on the removal of the abandoned car in the car park.
5) To receive an update on St Martins – Grass cutting. No issues to report 
6) To receive an update on Knapes Field - Members to resolve to adopt the draft Management Plan previously circulated. APPROVED RESOLVED Sally to obtain a quote from Grasstex Council’s ground team contractors
7) Playground/s Handcross, Slaugham – Nothing new to report all works needed are being completed by Fosters
RC26/019 To note any project updates or ongoing work within the remit of the Recreation Committee that have not been covered under the preceding agenda items. NONE 
RC26/0120 To note items arising after the preparation of this Agenda which the Chairman agrees to take as urgent. Such matters will be for noting only or deferral to a future meeting only. NONE 
Meeting closed at 7.45pm 
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